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Later, in 1857, besides the Edinburgh and Oxford speeches, he spoke in London at the Commercial Travellers' dinner; and on December i, 1863, three weeks before his death, he made an appeal at a meeting called by Canon Sinclair In aid of the Lancashire Cotton Famine Fund.
I conclude this chapter with the report of some of his speeches.*
1 1849
"If the approbation which my profession receives is such as Mr. Adolphus" [the previous speaker] "is pleased to say it has been, I can only say that we are nearly as happy in this country as our brother literary men are in foreign countries, and that we have all but arrived at the state of dethroning you all. I don't wish that this catastrophe should be brought about for the sake of personal quiet; for one, I am desirous to read my books, write my articles, and get my money. I don't wish that that should take place; but if I survey mankind, not from China to Peru, but over the map of Europe, with that cursory glance which novel-writers can afford to take, I see nothing but literary men who seem to be superintending the affairs of the Continent, and only our happy island which is exempt from the literary despotism. Look to Italy, towards the boot of which I turn my eyes, and first I find that a great number of novelists and literary men are bouleversing the country from toe to heel, turning about Naples, and kicking Rome here and there, and causing a sudden
*The first five speeches are reported in Mr. Theodore Taylor's volume, and the last in Mr. Hodder's Memoirs.